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B
uilding connections in today’s world happens with a click of a mouse. 
It is not uncommon on social media today to have 500, 1000 or 
more “friends” or “connections.” Unfortunately, the challenge with 
all these “friends” and “connections” is that all too often these 

relationships are transactional in nature, lacking depth without truly 
knowing and understanding the other person. In a hyper-connected 
environment like today, building trust and relationships—the work of 
philanthropy and building community—is more challenging and truly   
more important than ever.

We are pleased to share with you the most recent Annual Report for 
CommunityGiving and our Partner Foundations. Every day we see 
glimmers of hope in the many donors and fund holders who aspire to 
impact their local communities. We are honored they have selected their 
LOCAL community foundation to be their partner. We are united across all 
the communities we serve in a fundamental belief that connections and 
relationships, the work of building community, matters.

The following pages highlight just a few of the stories of how this happens 
and illustrates philanthropy at work. The past fiscal year was another year 
of tremendous growth and impact. THANK YOU for being a part of it and 
for what you continue to do to BUILD COMMUNITY for all!

Sincerely,

Bruce Pohlig • Board Chair   Steve Joul • President & CEO 

DEAR FRIENDS,

837total funds $150Mtotal 
assets

$18.3M
total contributions

As of June 30, 2019

$13.7M
grant $$ distributed 2018-20192,697

total 
grants
awarded
2018-2019 86.6%

of all 
grants
awarded
stay in 
minnesota

575 VOLUNTEERS2,219 DONORS •

wHere did our grants go?

.27%

2.54% 

4.33% 

.28% 

21.07% 

8.09% 

25.87% 

15.57% 

1.58% 

17.64% 

2.76%

Animals • $36,815

Arts & Culture • $349,513 

Civic Affairs • $595,581 

Diversity • $39,000 

Education • $2,896,542 

Health • $1,111,510 

Human Services • $3,556,319 

Religious/Ministry • $2,140,047

Scholarships • $217,025 

Youth • $2,424,290 

Miscellaneous • $379,399 

our year at a glancephilanthropy at work
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2019 - 2020 board
Bruce Pohlig • Chair

John Herges • Vice Chair

James Ringwald • Treasurer

Terri Barreiro • Secretary

Laura Helmer
Brenda Felling Jennissen 
Steve Laraway
Maryanne Mahowald
Sonja Merrild
Steve Peterson
Jim Roelofs
Bob Sweeney
Terry Tone
Ken Warner

communitygiving 
consultants
Barbara Carlson
Susan Lorenz

CommunityGiving unites the Alexandria, Brainerd, 
Carver County, Willmar, greater St. Cloud areas 
and beyond under a single framework to create 
efficiencies that maximize donors’ impact. This 
partnership is built on three core values: respect 
for the autonomy of each of the partners, a focus 
on economies of scale to achieve greater operating 
efficiencies and a willingness of all partners to 
collaborate with one another. CommunityGiving 
allows us to help donors achieve their charitable 
goals and ensure their legacies are remembered for 
generations to come. We envision a family of thriving 
communities that find inspiring ways to turn goodwill 
into great success stories.

ENGAGING PEOPLE. BUILDING COMMUNITY.

staff
April Burton • Administrative Coordinator for CMCF

Sara Carlson • Executive Director of WACF

Karina DeJong • Donor Services Coordinator for WACF

Abbie Flock • Administrative Coordinator

Terri Foster • Donor Services Coordinator for BLACF

Christine Frank • Operations and Human Resources Manager

Sandra Henley • Finance Associate

Kathy Grochow • Director of Community Programs

Steve Joul • President and CEO

Sherri Koslofsky • Grants and Scholarships Coordinator

Amy Lee • Office and Events Coordinator

Moriah Orsten • Administrative Coordinator for WACF

Karl Samp • Executive Director of BLACF

Courtney Schmidt • Marketing and Communications Manager

Greta Stark-Kraker • Director of Donor Relations for CMCF

Caryl Turnow • Executive Director of CMCF

Elise Wiener • Director of Finance and Investments

Holly Witt • Executive Director of AACF

St. Cloud
Foley

New London-Spicer

Paynesville

Sauk Centre

ROCORI

Brainerd

Alexandria

Willmar

Carver County

To learn more about the Alexandria Area Community Foundation including board members, staff, 
list of funds and more, visit www.communitygiving.org/AACF.

Partnership Brings a Housing Unit to Alexandria

B
y the spring of 2020 the new two unit townhome being built by the Alexandria HRA should be ready for 
families to move into. A partnership between Alexandria HRA and West Central MN Communities Action 
(WCMCA) called “Launch Pad” is a great example of how the private sector and public sector can work 
together to make a dream reality. The Alexandria Area Community Foundation (AACF) gave a $30,000 

grant toward the project in 2019 through the Difference Maker grant round.

The Alexandria HRA is building the townhome and will serve as landlord. WCMCA will rent from HRA and 
will select the families to temporarily live in these homes. While families stay in the home, WCMCA will 
work closely with them to help with employment and housing long term. The purpose of these homes will 
be to provide a safe home and the resources and encouragement families need to be a “launch pad” 
into their future. 

$894K
grants in
2018-’19

31
total 
funds

total 
assets

$4.7M $3.9M
grants since
founding

$1K
scHolarsHips

2018-’19

ESTABLISHED IN 1992
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To learn more about the Brainerd Lakes Area Community Foundation including board members, staff, 
list of funds and more, visit www.communitygiving.org/BLACF.

An Unlikely Tool for Building Community

O
ne of Central Minnesota Community Foundation’s (CMCF) best tools to build a strong community 
is a bus. The objective is to connect local donors with emerging needs. Three years ago CMCF, in 
partnership with United Way of Central Minnesota, started offering bi-annual “Get on the Bus” tours. 
Site visits are made to organizations that are combating some of the most pressing issues for the 

St. Cloud area. Participants learn and see for themselves what challenges the community faces and how 
nonprofits are working to address them. The event continues to build relationships and strengthen the 
connections that residents have to both CMCF and United Way as well as to their community as a whole. 

Learning how these programs are supporting our community has been impactful for the bus attendees and 
garnered more support for the nonprofits doing this important work. The “Get on the Bus” tours continue to 
play a key role in how CMCF constructs a future that we can all be proud of. 

To learn more about the Central Minnesota Community Foundation including board members, staff, 
list of funds and more, visit www.communitygiving.org/CMCF.

$601K
grants in
2018-’19

102
total 
funds

total 
assets

$12.7M $5.6M
grants since
founding

$11.5K
scHolarsHips

2018-’19

True Community Builders

J
im and Linnea Anderson spent their careers building a business, building roads and building 
communities through volunteerism in their younger years and through philanthropy as they aged. Jim 
and Linnea owned Anderson Brothers Construction in Brainerd. Through their Donor Advised Fund with the 
Brainerd Lakes Area Community Foundation (BLACF), they’ve supported a number of local organizations. 

Some of their favorite charities are The Shop, a teen drop in center; Kinship Partners, youth mentoring program; 
MN Teen Challenge, adult and teen treatment center; and New Pathways, assistance for homeless families. 

In 2019, on what turned out to be her last community-building effort, Linnea, with Jim’s assistance, set up 
a fund called Linnea’s Helping Hands Fund. Linnea passed away only two days after the fund agreement 
was signed, but was able to identify the types of projects she wanted to support, including helping families 
and individuals in financial emergencies, disadvantaged youth and the arts. Linnea’s gifts and fund will be 
a legacy to her life, her giving heart, gentle spirit and generous nature. 

$11M
grants in
2018-’19

577
total 
funds

total 
assets

$110.1M $111.2M
grants since
founding

$164.6K
scHolarsHips

2018-’19

ESTABLISHED IN 1985ESTABLISHED IN 1998
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Building Community with Your Neighbors

I
n the fall of 2019, the Community Foundation for Carver County (CFCC) built community with their friends 
and neighbors in the town of Cologne by hosting a community gathering. The purpose of the event was to 
bring people together to learn and share with business owners, government officials, nonprofits and other 
citizens about the current happenings of the community. The Cologne Community Fund is a fund of the 

Community Foundation for Carver County. With the unique setting of the gathering, which was held at Modern 
Design Cabinetry, over 65 community members attended, learned and enjoyed an ice cream sundae.

Projects that have previously been supported by the Cologne Community Fund include the Benton Lake 
Garden, which was established to beautify the city of Cologne. Another project was the Benton Lake 
Conservancy, which was established to help restore the lake to its natural beauty, restock fish and install 
a fishing dock in Benton Lake. 

To learn more about the Community Foundation for Carver County including board members, staff, 
list of funds and more, visit www.communitygiving.org/CFCC.

A Tool to Expand Growth of NonProfits

W
ork around the Opportunity Gap continues to be a focus area for the Willmar Area Community Foundation 
(WACF), which refers to vast differences in opportunities available to poor and well-off children and 
families nationwide. Being a tool and resource for the Opportunity Gap brought the idea of having a 
competition to help expand and grow local nonprofit programs in relation to helping our kids succeed. 

WACF invited four area initiatives to create 60 second videos to highlight their program and participate in a 
social media contest. With almost 500 votes cast online, two finalists, Miles 4 Mentors and the Kandiyohi 
County Area Family YMCA Youth Feeding Program, were presented and voted on live by 300 guests at the 
WACF Awards in Philanthropy celebration. The runner-up was Miles 4 Mentors which engages and enriches 
kids’ lives through sports. The grand prize winner was the YMCA Youth Feeding Program which works to 
provide safe and caring communities for our children. WACF was ecstatic with how the competition went, 
not only in building awareness for the Opportunity Gap, but also for our local partners. 

To learn more about the Willmar Area Community Foundation including board members, staff, list of 
funds and more, visit www.communitygiving.org/WACF.

$2500
grants in
2018-’19

12
total 
funds

total 
assets

$842K $1.1M
grants in
2018-’19

93
total 
funds

total 
assets

$19.1M $8.8M
grants since
founding

$39.9K
scHolarsHips

2018-’19

ESTABLISHED IN 1998ESTABLISHED IN 2004
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ESTABLISHED IN 2008

Building a Better Future

P
aynesville is a rural community that thrives 
on agricultural, manufacturing and trade 
businesses. In the past decade, there has 
been a decrease in the number of students 

going into these professions. Understanding the 
importance of these professions, Paynesville Area 
Community Foundation (PACF) took the initiative 
to build a better future for the community. 
 
The PACF partnered with the school district 
and other local businesses to establish the 
Paynesville Vocational and Career Training Fund. 
The Paynesville Area School purchased new 
automotive repair equipment, formed the first 
robotics team of the district and added over a 
dozen high school courses to the curriculum. 

Building a Brighter Future

T
he Community Gardens was among one 
of the recipients of the 2019 ROCORI Area 
Community Foundation (RACF) Community 
Builder Fund grant round. They used the grant 

funds to purchase a permanent underground 
water source for the gardens. They make 
gardening available to community members 
of all ages, which helps provide fresh fruits 
and vegetables to the community as well as 
educating children on healthy dietary habits.  
With the help of the RACF, the Community 
Gardens are building a brighter future for 
everyone in the community. To this date, the  
RACF Community Builder Fund has been able 
to provide over $50,000 to local programs, 
projects and needs in the community.

From the Ground Up

Y
outh remain at the forefront of the Sauk 
Centre community and the Sauk Centre 
Area Community Foundation (SCACF). One 
of the fastest growing amenities in outdoor 

recreation are obstacle courses and “ninja 
warrior” playscapes. Designed to engage upper 
elementary children, teenagers and families 
together, it is a perfect way to encourage multi-
generational fitness and outdoor recreation. 

Together with Community Connections of Sauk 
Centre, the SCACF committed a matching 
grant of $25,000 to make the Sauk Centre 
Obstacle Fitness Challenge Park a reality for 
the community. The community is nearing the 
finish line on reaching that $50,000 match and 
making this park a reality. 

ESTABLISHED IN 2004

TOTAL FUNDS • 13
TOTAL ASSETS • $307,000
GRANTS SINCE FOUNDING • $108,000

ESTABLISHED IN 2013

TOTAL FUNDS • 1
TOTAL ASSETS • $106,000
GRANTS SINCE FOUNDING • $77,000

$595K
grants since
founding

14
total 
funds

total 
assets

$4.2M

ESTABLISHED IN 2012

$376K24
total 
funds

total 
assets

$764K

ESTABLISHED IN 2015

$1.3M29
total 
funds

total 
assets

$1.9M

CommunityGiving.org  10

grants since
founding

grants since
founding



11  ANNUAL REPORT 2018-2019 CommunityGiving.org  12

$100,000+
Keith Adams† 
Kathleen E. Allen 
James and Linnea† Anderson
Lee and Penny Anderson/API Group, Inc.
Nathan and Erica Anderson
Anderson Trucking Service, Inc. 
Ruby Anderson Trust 
Anonymous (8)
Gilroy and Virginia Arvig 
Elaine and Jerry Bauerly
Rick and Helga Bauerly
Paul Becker and Maria Heymans-Becker
Myron and Myra Behm
Tim and Ann Bergin
Jason K. and Dr. Jen Bernick
Kathleen Crawford-Bernick and Mark Bernick
Tim and Sharon Berscheid 
Blue Cross Blue Shield 
 of Minnesota Foundation 
Joan Bren and Steve Nelson 
Adelle Burrus 
Jack and Dorothy Byrne Foundation, Inc.
CentraCare Health
CentraCare Health Foundation
Central Minnesota Noon Optimist Club, Inc.
Tim Chirhart and Jeanne Soleim
City of St. Cloud 
City of Willmar 
Kevin and Teresa Close 
Close-Converse Commercial 
 and Preferred Properties 
Coborn’s Incorporated
Alex† and Ann† Didier 
Dick Dillon
Anton B. and Elizabeth A. Dingmann Trust 
Bob Dols and Patti Loehr-Dols
Rich and Eileen Eiser
Douglas C. and Gerri Elletson 
Bob and Nancy Ferche 

Ford Foundation 
Lois E. Fredrickson†
Freightliner of St. Cloud
Jeff and Melinda Gau
Roger and Ruth Gauquie
Lawrence J. Gill Estate
GNP Company
Granite Equity Partners 
Dale and Elvis Grau 
James and Pauline Hall 
Reverend Lloyd Haupt† 
Patrice Hedlund and Ennis Arntson
Brenda Felling Jennissen 
 and Patrick Jennissen
Cindy Faye Johnson and Tom Moore 
Galen and Bonnie Kabe
Mike and Joni Karl
Earl† and Rhita Keskey 
Roger and Darlene Klein
Kevin and Amy Kluesner
Joanne and Chris Kudrna
Richard and Carol Langdok 
Steve and Peggy Laraway
Scott and Dorrie Larison
James and Mary Jane Lauerman 
John and Arlene Leisen 
Helen Liljedahl† 
Maryanne and John Mahowald
Dave and Geri Marquardt
Mathew Hall Lumber Company
Scott and Mary Kay May 
Michael and Gail McCarty 
Mary Agnes and Al McQuinn
Asha Morgan Moran and Marty Moran 
Mott Foundation 
Louise Muggli 
Brian and Karla Myres 
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) 
National Exchange Club
Marty and Jamie O’Link

Gerald and Carole Otto 
Kenneth and Janet Panger 
Bruce and Kathleen Pohlig
Mary Sue and Randy Potter 
Rays of Hope Donors 
Nicholas T. Roloff Trust
Barry and Sandy Ross 
St. Cloud Times/Gannett Foundation 
Ron and Darlene Schaefer 
Mark and Atsuko Schlough
Dr. Edward L. Silker 
Andrew and Cynthia Staiger
Ruth M. Stewart Family Foundation 
Stonehaven Company LLC 
Robert and Laurie Sweeney
Kimberly Dodds Thompson 
 and Paul Thompson
Mark Traut
Theodore and Andrea Truitt
US Bank-St. Cloud 
Dr. David† and Catharine Van Nostrand 
General John W.† and Avis† Vessey 
Richard Walls† 
Irene T. Walsh Estate 
Scott and Gloria Warzecha
Wells Fargo Bank 
Willmar Electric Services 
Diane and John† Wojtanowicz/
 Prairie Farm Company 
Xcel Energy Foundation 
Karen and Bill† Young
Donald and Clara Zachman 
John W. Zapp† 
Todd Zaun

† Deceased

$5,000,000+
Anonymous 
Jim and Lois Anderson
William E.† and Virginia† Clemens 
Alice Cox† 
Nancy Ehlen 
Norman C. Skalicky Foundation

$2,000,000+
Harold† and Jeanette† Anderson 
Anonymous (3)
Bernick’s
Otto Bremer Foundation
Merle J. and Kathy Felling
Thomas† and Helen† Krebsbach
Jim and Marion Miller 
Marvin Otto†
Thomas Ritsche†
Bob and Sandy† Sexton

$1,000,000+
Elaine M. Adams† 
Anonymous (2)
Antioch Company 
John and Nancy Bartlett
Sharon and Mike Bauerly 
John† and Cindy Clemens 
Charles Ehlen
Dr. Philip Halenbeck†
Leo T. Henkemeyer†
G.R. Herberger’s, Inc.
Andy† and Carol Hilger 
Kevin and Teresa Hilger 
Dr. Severin† and Ruth† Koop 
Hope Lindman†
Leo and Luella Louis
Patrick Lynch
Gordon and Michelle Meyer 

Morgan Family Foundation 
Harlan and Jeraldean Palm 
Tom and Theresa Ryan
Joyce and Tom Schlough
Leander† and Mary Torborg 
John and Mary Weitzel 

$500,000+
Anonymous (2)
Dorothy† and Norman† Barthel 
Dorothy Becker† 
Kenneth and Alix Behm 
Mimi and Dick Bitzan
Bush Foundation 
Mark and Kimberly Doman 
Roger and Betty Duininck
Catherine Gustafson† 
Marion Jagielski†
Jennie-O Turkey Store, Inc.
Reynold W.† and Eleanor D.† Larson 
Evelyn Lenander† 
Cheryl Lightle and Wade Skaja 
Fred Nolan and Ellen Siewert 
Park Industries
Jim and Denise Potter
St. Cloud Area School District 742
Robert Sullivan† 
David and Darlene Thiessen 
Phil Thometz Estate
Michael and Ann Tighe
George and Shirley† Torrey 
Dennis Watkins† 
Dr. Joseph Zeleny† 

$250,000+
Dean† and Gail Anderson
Irma Anderson†
Anonymous (8)

The Antioch Charitable Foundation 
Viola Ness Ausherman† 
Banker Systems, Inc. 
Tim and Kristel Barber 
Corey J. Bartlett 
Bremer 
Robert C. Coborn 
Joanne and Paul Dorsher 
Walt and Reanna Gislason 
Glenn Metalcraft Inc.
Barbara and Dennis Gregory
Janet and Tom Grones
Don and Arlene† Helgeson 
Arnie and JoAnn Johnson 
Janet and Jim Knoblach
Mary and Bob Kovell
Mark and Kathleen† Krebsbach
Leonore T. Mahowald†
Ruth McDonald†
McKnight Foundation 
Optimist Club of Saint Cloud 
Dennis and Karol Ringsmuth 
RLD Enterprises
Bernie and Linda Roberts
Gordon Rosenmeier Trust 
Michael and Laurie Sattler 
Wayne and Juli Schluchter
Jerry Setten† 
St. Cloud Rotary Foundation, Inc. 
Bob and Mary Stangler 
John† and Mildred Sullivan
Mark and Ann Thelen
Bob and JoAnn Thueringer
Tony and Joyce Tillemans 
Tim Wensman and Janet Fischels Wensman
Brad and Kathy Wheelock 
Bob and Penny White 
Sheelah and Gene Windfeldt
Wolters Kluwer Financial Services 
Dennis and Karen Zaun

CommunityGiving donors are recognized for their cumulative lifetime gifts to the foundations that we serve. 
This includes gifts to the foundation and gifts to funds that are managed by the foundation. Their sustained 
giving is important to the overall mission and vision of our organization. 

To view the full cumulative giving list, visit CommunityGiving.org/cumulativegiving.

cumulative giving
Contributions Since the Beginning of the Foundation in 1985
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grants
The “Impact Drill” of Your Community Foundation

NEWCOMERS CLUB
Through the Brainerd Lakes Area Grant Round, $3,000 was awarded to support the Newcomers 
Club whose purpose is to help new residents feel more welcome in the community thus supporting 
BLACF’s focus area of developing, attracting and retaining a quality workforce for the community. 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
YOUTH ARTS INITIATIVE
The Boys and Girls Clubs of Central 
Minnesota received a $5,500 grant from 
the Central Minnesota Arts grant round. 
The grant will support programming that 
includes visual arts, sewing, digital video 
and music production and dance. 

GIRLS WHO CODE
The Girls Who Code program at the Shop 
received a $5,000 grant from the Brainerd 
Lakes Women’s Fund. The Girls Who Code 
program aims to support and increase the 
number of women in computer science.

NLSAF
Firefighters for the City of New London were 
awarded a $3,500 grant from the New 
London-Spicer Area Fund to help equip new 
firefighters with structural firefighting personal 
protective equipment. 

CYBER SENIORS
The Dethlefs Community Center in Spicer received a $5,000 grant from the Willmar Area Community 
Foundation for their Cyber Seniors Mentoring project. The project connects seniors with area high 
school students to help improve the senior’s use of technology and social media to help reduce 
isolation and increase their world experience.

WEST STEARNS CEO
The West Stearns CEO program is a collaboration 
between the Sauk Centre, Melrose and Albany 
school districts to offer students the opportunity to 
learn what it takes to be a successful entrepreneur. 
The Sauk Centre Area Community Foundation 
granted $5,000 to support this program in its first 
year. 
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